
Minutes of the Charlotte-Metrolina Chapter (NC04) 
Of the Military Officers Association of America 

April 12, 2015 
 
President Ron Morgan called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. at the Red Rocks Café.  The invocation 
was given by Darrell Long and was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  Ron introduced members Jim 
and Pay Dorsey, guest Al Cerino, member Gene Stewart and member Martha Short.  He also welcomed 
our guest speaker George Custodi’s daughter, Victoria and Granddaughter Elena, who live in the 
Charlotte area.   Sue Barden introduced her guest, Elizabeth Glenn.  The 50/50 raffle of $28.00 was won 
by Martha Short. 
 
The minutes for the March 15th meeting were approved with no changes.  Ron Wilsbach gave the 
Treasurer’s Report – General Fund Balance is $5125.60 and the Scholarship Fund has a balance of 
$4760.06.   
 
Officer Reports: 
 
1st VP/Programs – (Jay Garbus):   Jay outlined programs through November.  (No meetings June-Aug) 
2nd VP/Recruiting/Retention – (Tim Dremann):  Tim reminded everyone that the best source of new 
members is through personal contacts.  Ron Morgan told the members about new MOAA policy that 
grants two year free chapter memberships for new “MOAA Life Members”.  (More info to follow 
regarding this announcement.) 
3rd VP/Legislative Affairs – (Gloria Scienski):  Gloria informed the Chapter that April 15th will be “Storm 
the Hill” day in Raleigh.  She told members that the legislative goals for state MOAA representatives will 
be to stress the importance of the military financial contribution to the state of North Carolina is second 
only to agriculture.  To this end MOAA will urge legislators to establish a cabinet level department for 
military affairs that would provide access for health, employment, educational and business 
opportunities for veterans.  Gloria also reminded members to send in pre addressed letters to legislators 
from the April issue of MOAA’s Military Officer Magazine.   
Newsletter Editor – (Carol Morgan):  Submissions are due to Carol by May 1st. 
 
Old Business 

a.  Larry Stawicki told the members that volunteers are still needed to deliver certificates and 
medals to the 34 JROTC Units we sponsor in the Charlotte area.  Signup sheets are available 
for members to deliver awards to high schools during April and May. 

b. Ron Morgan requested names of individuals and companies that we can solicit for 
participation in the JROTC golf tournament, September 21st, as golfers or as hole sponsors.   
At the May meeting flyers will be available highlighting the costs for golfers and sponsors 
and all additional information.  Volunteers for this major fund raiser are still needed. 

c. Ron Morgan told members that we have submitted two strong candidates to the North 
Carolina Council of Chapters (NCCOC) for the JROTC Instructor of the Year award.  The state 
NCCOC  will announce the winners on April 22nd. 

d. Ron Morgan advised the Chapter that in association with Charlotte Bridge Home we are 
sponsoring the “Red, Light and Blue” event on May 17th.  USAA has provided a grant of $300 
and the Chapter Board has voted to provide another $200 for sponsorship of this event.  The 
day will include timed obstacle course exercises, as well as a cookout at the conclusion of 
the day’s activities.    



e. Rooms are still available for the NCCOC State Convention at the High Hampton Inn, Cashiers, 
NC on June 11-14, 2015. 

Announcements 
a.  Ron Morgan told the Chapter that a survey of members would be available in May 

requesting input for an alternative meeting day.  Sundays create some restrictions for some 
and this will be an attempt to get feedback from members for additional meeting choices.   

b. Next board meeting will be May 6th. 
c. May 2nd – NCANG Operation Kids On Guard Deployment Day – Stanley County Airport 
d. Army ROTC Gold Bar presentation May 7th.  USAF ROTC Gold Bar presentation May 8th  - 

Event at UNC Charlotte. 
e. Memorial Day Ceremony - May 25th at noon – Stumptown Park,  Matthews 
f. Fall meetings Sept 20th COL Clark JROTC and Oct 18th Oktoberfest. 

 
Following the meal Jay Garbus introduced our guest speaker, George Custodi.  George was born in Italy 
during WW II and came to the United States at the age of eight.   He is a retired Navy Captain,  a retired 
manager from  the Savannah River Nuclear Facility, earned  a degree in Chemical Engineering and a US 
Navy commission from the ROTC Unit at Iowa State University.   
 
George’s book is comprised of the translations of three separate diaries written by three Italians who 
describe their trials during WWII.  On September 8, 1943 the armistice between the Allies and Italy 
created a situation in which the Italian military personnel became prisoners of the occupying German 
forces and the civilians became suspected sympathizers for the Allies and therefore enemies of the 
German forces.  The two military men in the book, both end up as POWs, one in Germany and one in 
Poland.  Both men go on to explain their day to day activities and coping as a POW.  
 
 The one civilian character, Attilio Cerchecci, a peasant farmer relates that shortly after the armistice 
was declared the German’s issued the order for civilians to turn in all weapons under threat of death.  
Many rural peasant civilians relied on their weapons to provide meat for their families, so this directive 
imposed serious problems for the public.  To complicate matters the Italian Fascists Party continued to 
intimidate and threaten the local population.  With the liberation of Rome in 1944 and the beginnings of 
the withdrawal of German forces and the advance of Allied forces, the civilians were caught between 
the battling forces.  It was not until all German forces were out of Italy that the civilians could relax.   
 
Capt.Custodi took questions from the members.  His book was made available at the conclusion of the 
program.   Ron Morgan thanked George with a presentation of a MOAA Certificate. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 p.m. 
 
Ron Wilsbach, Secretary 
  
 
 


